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T hey say behind every great 
man is a great woman, and 

these days the reverse is often true 
too.  The Upchurch and Allied 
Families organization is not only 
about Upchurches, but also all 
those families they married into 
and lived around.  This is some-
thing that Phil Upchurch was pas-
sionate about – not only exploring 
the many facets of the Upchurch 
family, but all those other families 
that created the future generations 
of descendants. 

When I joined the organization a 
few years before Phil died, he was-
n’t excited about our Upchurch 
connection so much as by how 
many of his Allied Families I also 
fit into.  We were cousins of some 
sort through at least five other 
families - Mills, Council, Hol-
leman, Yates, and Perry.  Because 
of this, he asked me to head the 
Allied Family Tree program. 

What is the Allied Families Tree 
program?  It is an effort to create 
and connect the many trees UAFA 
has in Ancestry.com so that a re-

searcher can seamlessly navigate 
through communities, rather than 
just single families.  To do this, Al-
lied Families Tree researchers work 
on trees for these families, starting 
with ancestors that migrated to the 
Wake County, North Carolina area 
down to present day.   

As is often the case, a member of 
one Allied Family tree will marry 
into another.  In these cases, re-
searchers use WebLinks to link 
these family trees.  WebLinks are 
located at the bottom of the 
Sources column on a person’s Facts 
page.  If you click on the WebLink, 
you will be taken to that person on 
their family’s tree.  Ideally, it is a 
two-way connection, with a Web-
Link on the corresponding spouse’s 
page (we’re still working on that!).   

A great example of the power of 
this is seen in my 4th great grand-
parents – Mathew Council and 
Lucetta Upchurch.  On the UAFA 
Robert Council tree, you’ll see in-
formation about Mathew and his 
children.  If you click on Lucetta, 

This month we have a new and in-
spiring article by Stephen D. Terry, 
PhD, PE.  He describes how to navi-
gate through communities of allied 
families, rather than just single fami-
lies. 
 
Late last year UAFA received a gra-
cious donation from Jim Taylor of 
Texas of several "like new" and rare 
copies of Belle Lewter West's 
book, Upchurch Family of Eng-
land, Virginia, and North Caro-
lina. This book is no longer in print, 
and UAFA is now offering these 
books for $100, including ship-
ping.  All proceeds will be donated to 
UAFA and its mission to carry on the 
work of our founder, Phil Up-
church.  If interested, please con-
tact     jay@alliedfamilies.org. 
 Have a great day! 
 
Jay Buck 
Upchurch and Allied Families 
Association 
P. O. Box 3856 

UAFA National Home Office | 1130 Kildaire Farm Road, Suite 120 | Cary, NC 27511 -4594 

Have You Looked at Our Ancestry.com UAFA 
Trees?  WebLinks Make Research Easier FROM THE EDITOR 

Cindy Hale  

SOLD OUT AS OF
APRIL 14TH.
THANKS SO 
  MUCH!
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UAFA—Home 

Description of UAFA 

Newsletter Archive   

Join UAFA 

Transcribed UAFA Biofiles 

Board Member Resumes   

Contact Form  

Contribute  

Jay Buck, Office Manager                  
jay.buck@alliedfamilies.org  

  

Cindy Hale, Editor                        
UpchurchRoots@gmail.com  

 

Brenda Carbon, DNA Project 
Italia19@aol.com 

 

Access to Upchurch Office/Library 
in Cary, NC – Carla Michaels 

cjm400@gmail.com 
 

UAFA Tree Masters: 

Upchurch Tree — Linda Upchurch 
Sparks lusparks@eplus.net  

Allied Family Tree —Dr. Steve Terry 
sdterry@ncsu.edu  

 

Upchurch & Allied   

Families on Facebook 
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Herbert Jackson "Jack" Upchurch, SC 
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Jay C. Buck, Chesterfield, MO 
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UAFA NEWS & INFORMATION 

BOARD MEMBER RESUMES 

Check out our great links  — 

UAFA is a great research re-

source!  Thank you for your sup-

port.  It’s a good time to re-

new your membership or become 

a member of UAFA!  Thank You! 

Upchurch and Allied Families 
—  A resource for linking,  

preserving, and supporting 
family history.  

Mike Upchurch, Nancy Saul, Carla Michaels & Woody 
Yates  

UAFA OPEN HOUSE 

June 22, 2024  

1130 Kildaire Farm Road, Suite 120                                                  

Cary, NC 27511-4594 

Save the Date! 

https://www.alliedfamilies.com
https://www.dropbox.com/s/d6yz86fnxgeap6u/DESCRIPTION%20OF%20ALLIED%20FAMILIES%20FOR%20LINK.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5dx8iue36qt188f/AABFWn_UARVuYdZ5ZvZhn52ia?dl=0
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/join-uafa.html
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/transcribed-biofiles.html
https://www.dropbox.com/s/qgm8grgdg6toi1j/BOARD%20MEMBER%20RESUMES%20-%20LINK.pdf?dl=0
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/contact-us.html
https://www.alliedfamilies.com/join-uafa.html
mailto:jay.buck@alliedfamilies.org
mailto:UpchurchRoots@gmail.com
mailto:HaleRoots@aol.com
mailto:Italia19@aol.com
mailto:cjm400@gmail.com
mailto:lusparks@eplus.net
mailto:sdterry@ncsu.edu
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/204760793463229/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/h8ih9q1lnkiqald/BOARD%20MEMBER%20RESUMES%20-%20LINK.docx?dl=0
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ward to contributing to the mission 
of linking many of Wake County’s 
oldest families.   

Career Highlights 

Stephen is a Research Assistant Pro-

fessor in the Mechanical & Aero-
space Engineering Department at 
NC State, focusing on industrial en-
ergy efficiency.  He is Director of the 
US DOE’s Industrial Assessment 
Program at NC State, assists with 
the operation the NCSU Solar House 
and is a Registered Professional En-
gineer in NC.  He currently teaches 
classes in energy efficiency, air con-
ditioning, and thermal systems de-
sign.  He also serves on the NC Code 
Officials Qualification Board. 

Education Background 

Dr. Terry holds a BS, MS, and Ph.D 
degrees in Mechanical Engineering 
from NC State University in Raleigh.  
His dissertation topic concerned the 
hysteresis effect of lifted flame sta-
bility. 

Personal Background 

Stephen is married to the former 
Susan Anderson and has one son 
who will be attending NC State 
starting in 2019.  He grew up in 
nearby Chapel Hill, making him “bi-

 

 

you’ll get a little information on her, 
but you can click on the WebLink to 
take you to the UAFA Moses Up-
church tree where her ancestors are 
located.   

Click on her mother – Abigail Olive, 
and you’ll see another Web-
Link to the UAFA James Ol-
ive tree where you can learn 
about her parents. You can 
see the location of the Web-
Link on Abigail’s page shown 
here. 

Likewise, if you click on 
Mathew’s parents you’ll see 
Ada Yates.  On her page there 
is a WebLink to her page on 
the UAFA William Yates tree.  
There in two generations are 
four Allied families!  So give 
the UAFA trees a try in your 
research and see how many 
Allied Families you are relat-
ed to! 

 

 

 

About the Author 

Upchurch and 
Allied Families 
Board Member 

Stephen D. Terry, 
PhD, PE 

Garner, NC 

Interest in UAFA 
and Genealogy 

Stephen Terry is originally from 
Raleigh, NC.  His paternal line in-
cludes many family lines from 
northern and western Wake County 
- many from before 1800, including 
a line through Moses Upchurch.  An 
avid genealogy researcher for over 
twenty years he has extensively re-
searched the Terry lines in Wake 
County and is serves as an adminis-
trator with the Terry Y-DNA Project 
at FamilyTreeDNA.  He joined the 
UAFA Board in 2019 and looks for-

 

 

lingual” – able to speak NC State 
and UNC.  He has been active in 
Boy Scouting with his son (an Eagle 
Scout) and was previously a long 
time member of the Triangle Brass 
Band playing Eb Soprano cornet. 

 

Have You Looked at Our Ancestry.com UAFA 
Trees?  WebLinks Make Research Easier Continued from Page 1 



UAFA NEWSLETTER  Apri l  15,  2024–Page  4  

By Jay Buck 

Unchurches in the News 

 

 

 

" No need to worry", were the 
reassuring words of James 

Fairfax Upchurch in a letter to 
an acquaintance in Anchorage, 
Alaska regarding the outcome 
of the first world war. Up-
church was then serving in the 
Naval Reserves in the San 
Francisco Bay area. He was 
born in Steelville, MO to John 
C. "Jack" and Emily Evans 
Upchurch. In turn James was 
the grandson of John Jordan 
Upchurch, (arguably the most 
famous Upchurch - 
RPU).  James had made his 
way from Missouri to Anchor-
age by 1915 and upon Ameri-
ca's entry into the Great War, 
found himself in the Bay ar-
ea.  He must have liked the 
area, for by 1920 he had met 
and married Alice Bloe, and 
there he and Alice would live 
out the rest of their days. He 
and Alice are buried in the 
Golden Gate National Ceme-
tery. 

James Fairfax Upchurch was a 
descendant of John U VI, Up-
church Clan 14.  

P.S. No, James Fairfax Up-
church was not the inspira-
tion for Alfred E. Neuman. 

John Jordan Upchurch 


